A business card of its day, the carte-de-visite (CDV, or "visitation card") consisted of a thin 54 × 89-mm albumen photographic print mounted upon a thicker 64 × 100-mm cardboard backing. The CDV (above) depicts one of France's most gifted anatomists and surgeons, Alfred-Armand-Louis-Marie Velpeau (1795-1867). He flourished professionally in Paris. In volume 1 of his Medicine Operatoire (1839), Velpeau observed, "To avoid pain in surgical operations is a chimera which it is not permitted to pursue at this day. Cutting-instrument and pain, the one without the other, to the minds of patients, and it is necessary to admit the association." After receiving the news about Boston's Ether Day in 1846, Velpeau would eventually reverse his highly quoted opinion, perhaps eliciting an expression as pained as the one captured (left) by his photographer, Ch. Reutlinger (right).
